Withernsea Town Council
SNOW & ICE CLEARANCE POLICY

1. Statement of Council’s Intentions

Withernsea Town Council assists snow and ice clearance activities on a best efforts
basis.

As a relatively small council with three outside staff and with no staff formally employed
for activities such as snow and ice clearance, the Council is entirely dependent on ERYC
Highways and on the independent contributions of members of the public, to clear

snow and ice in the Town. Furthermore, since it is subject to deliveries of grit salt from
outside bodies, the Council cannot guarantee that grit salt will be always be

available for independent members of the public to use, hence the Council cannot
guarantee that snow and ice can be effectively or consistently cleared from the roads and
pavements of the Town. Nevertheless, the Council will do its best to assist ERYC and
independent members of the public in their endeavours to clear snow and ice in the
Town.

2. Snow and Ice Clearance by Withernsea Town Council

Given its very limited resources, the Town Council is unable to clear snow and ice from
the Town itself. Such clearance activities are made by ERYC and by independent
members of the public. All the Town Council is able to do is help to ensure that grit bins
remain filled with grit salt whenever possible. ERYC undertake the clearance of highways
as explained in their Winter Service Plan. A risk assessment will be undertaken on Town
Council owned property before a decision is made by the Chairman, Clerk and Safety
officer to either treat said property or close it off to the public if appropriate. The treatment
will be dependent on the weather conditions. In conditions of prolonged freezing and salt
or grit treatment is deemed inappropriate, some areas may remain untreated and
warning signs will be erected. In extreme circumstances the Town Council may bring in
contractors to clear Hull Road footpaths as far as the High school if ERYC are unable to
clear it due to volume of work. This will be dependent on a winter grant being available
from the ERYC. The Cemetery paths and car park remains a priority for treatment by the
Town Council. Salt bins provided by the Town Council are situated in the cemetery car
park, Queen Street south (opposite the zebra crossing) and at the entrance of Hull Road
car park. These are primarily for use by Council staff. Other areas will be treated on a
reactive basis and preference given to those areas which include vulnerable people.

3. Risk Assessment
The Council have completed a Risk Assessment for snow and ice clearance activities in
the Town. This will be made available to all members of the public via the Website. It will
be reviewed annually.

4. Communication with ERYC

As the Highways Authority for the Town and as the major source of grit salt in the Town
ERYC is the key point of contact for snow and ice clearance. The Town Council will
ensure that it maintains regular and effective lines of communication with ERYC

5. Advice on Snow and Ice Clearance

The Council will endeavour to advise all members of the public in the Parish regarding
the best way to clear snow and ice in a safe and effective way. This will be done via the
website and the newsletter. The advice provided will be based on advice received from
the government.

6. Supplies of Grit Salt in Grit Bins
Within the Town, there are some grit bins provided by ERYC and some provided by the
Town Council. Their locations are listed as follows:



WTC bins: Hull Road car park, TheCemetery, The Glade, High Brighton Street, Louville
Avenue, Queen Street south (opposite the zebra crossing), Chellsway. ERYC bin.
Francis Avenue.

ERYC are responsible for ensuring that their grit bins remain filled. As part of this
process, Council staff, will advise ERYC whenever they become aware that a bin is
nearly empty. Members of the public may also advise ERYC or the Town Council when
they notice that a bin is empty.

The Town Council will endeavour to ensure that its grit bins remain filled with grit salt.
However, the Town Council is dependent on outside sources to supply this grit salt and
have no control on when this is supplied; furthermore, previous experience is that their
ability to replenish the grit salt is most restricted at exactly the times when new grit salt is
most wanted.

7. Limitations in Extreme Bad Weather

In extreme weather conditions where transport is difficult or dangerous, it may not be
possible to supply new grit salt in the Town. In very low temperatures the effectiveness of
grit salt is significantly reduced.

8. Regular Review and Publication of this Policy
This Policy will be reviewed annually. It will be posted on the notice board and Website

and be available for inspection by members of the public upon application to the Town
Clerk.
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