Withernsea Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 201 5 (S12015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Withernsea Town Council for the year ended 31
March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local
government elector of the area of Withernsea Town Council on

application to:
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3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
payment of £ [ (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &

Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d) T Moxdn —  TownN (ki .

Date of announcement: (€) 18- G- 2025 -

Notes

This notice and Sections 1,2 & 3of
the AGAR must be published by 30
September. This must include
publication on the smaller
authority’s website. The smaller
suthority must decide how tongto
pubtish the Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) Insert the name, position and
address of the parson to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

{b) inssrt the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

{c) Inserta reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

.{e) Insert the date of plecing of the
notice

www.pkf-lL.com




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowiedge as the members of:

A TOLo M |

our responsibility for ensuring that there Is a sound system of internal control, including ammangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. Wa confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the vear ended 31 March 2025, that:

1. We have ptt in place airangemants for effective financial prapared s accouwnting stwtements in accordance
management during the yeas, and for the preparation of with the Accounts and Audi Reguiations.
the accounting staterments.

ROl BRBOT CFERESRERS ond coccpiod oesoneaTly
for safegunnding the public roney end meources in
£z chargs.

2. We maintsined an adequate sysiem of intemnal contro!
inciuding meesures designed to prevent and dstact fraud
and corruplion and reviewad s sffectivansss,

has only done whet & has tha legal power 1 do and has

3. W logk all ressonable steps fo sssure ourseives
compiied with Proper Practioes in doing 0.

thet there are no matiers of actusl or polential
non-compliance with lews, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a signiScant inencial sffect
on the ability of this authority 1o conduct its
business or manage ks finances.

during the yoar gave all porsons interesied the opportunily fo

4. We provided proper opportunity during the ysar for
inspeci and ssk questions sbow this euthorky’s accounts.

the sxercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the
sreqiiremanis of the Accounts and Audi Regulations.

considered end docemented the Snencial and other risks &

5. We caniled out an assessment of the risks facing this
fa00s and deall with Shem properky.

arranged for a comypetont person, isdaspandant of the Bnancial
oonirois and procedires, 1o give an objeciive view on whether
internal conirots moost e noeds of this amaller suthorlty.

$. We mainiained throughout the year an adequale and
effective sysiom of intornal eudit of the accounting
roconds snd control systems.

7. We ook approprials action on ail matiers ralsed

msponded fo matiers brought fo Rs atiention by internal and
in reporis from intemal and exdemal audit. external sudit.

disciosed everything & should heve about s business actily
huing the yeer including events taking place alter the yesr
ond 7 relevent.

& Ve considered whether any Mtigation, Sabltites or
commiiments, sverds or transaclions, ooouiting either
during or afer the year-end, have a finsncial impect on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the acoouniing stalements.

has et ak of k3 responsibifios where, as & body
coiporate, X s » soie managing trustee of e loce!
rust or busts.

9. {For Jocal councls only) Trust funds including
charitabis. in otr capacity as the sole managing
trustes we discharged our accountabliity
responsibilities for the fund(sVessets, including
finencial reporting and, ¥ required, indspendent
sxamination or sudit.

*Plsass provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each *No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identifisd. Thass sheets must be published with the Annus}
Governance Staterment.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and
meeting of the authority on: approval was given;
.';!Zirilf;""!r 2

and recorded as minute reference;

LS, DI TN oy A eG BOLCACORAC | CESa
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024/25 for
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1. Balances brought
forward

2. (+) Precept or Retes and
Levies

3. (+) Tolal other receipts

4. (-) Staff costs

&. (-) Loan interest/capltel
repayments

§. (-) Al other payments

7. (=) Balances caniad
forward

8. Tota! value of cash and
short term investments

9. Yotal fixed assols pius
long term invastmenis
and assets

10. Total borrowings

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitebis)

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
{including chariiable)

{ certify that for the ysar ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accountabliity
Retum have been prepared on elther a receipts and payments
or Income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountabliity for Smaller Authoritles —~ a
Practitioners’ Guide 1o Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

TJotal belances and reserves at the baginning of the year
as recorded In the Mnancial records. Value must agreé io
Box 7 of previous year,

Total amount of precept (or for {DSs rates and levies)
received or recefvable in the year. Exciude any grenis
received.

Total Income or rocolpts as recorded in the cashbooX less
the precept or rates/isvies recsived {line 2). include any
grants received.

Total expenditure or payments made fo and on belyalf

of all employees. include gross salaries and wages,
amployers NI contributions, smployers pension
contributions, gratuitiss and severance payments.

Total expenditure or payments of cepital and interest
made during the year on the authorfly’s borrowings (i any).

Total expendliure or payments es reconded in the cash-
book less staff costs (ine 4) and oen intorest/capital
payments (iine 5).

Total balances and reserves st the snd of the your. Must
oqual (14243) - (4+548).

The sum of alf current and deposXt bank acoounts, cash
mwmmwm»uasm-
To agres with bank reconciietion.

The vaiue of ail the property the suthorlly owns — & is meds
up of alf is fixed assets and long term investmeonts as ot
31 March.

The outstanding cepital balance as st 31 March of &l loans
from third parfies (including PWLB).

The Councll, as a body corporats, acts as sole trustee and
Is responsible for managing Trust funds or assels.

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reiare:
K . C
> K
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25

In respect of Withernsea Town Council - HU0260

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptrelier and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/quidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

rExcept for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Section 1, Assertion 5 has been incorrectly completed. Information received from the smaller authority highlights that risk management
arrangements were not reviewed and approved by the authority as a whole during the year. As a result, this assertion should have been
answered ‘No’

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

External Auditor Name
PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature /’/if lve ?‘/[f.’;}(" s ”~ Date 17/09/2025
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