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Annual Report of Withernsea Town Council for the year ending 31st March 2026 
Cllr Alexandra Camplin – Town Mayor 
 
 
This year has been a bit of a whirlwind, in the best possible way.  When I took on the role, I don’t think 
I fully appreciated just how many corners of Withernsea – and the wider region – I’d end up in.  It’s 
been a real privilege to represent the town, meet people, and see first-hand the amount of work, pride 
and heart that goes into our community. 
 
The year started with the Annual Parish Meeting, where I presented the Town Award – a good start to 
the year.  Not long after, I found myself judging the local Women’s Institute Exhibition, which is a 
dangerous place for someone who likes cake as much as I do. 
 
One of the moments that really made the “I’m the Mayor” reality hit me was taking part in the Lord 
Mayor of Hull’s parade.  It was surreal, in a good way, to be part of such a historic tradition.  I also 
attended civic events and services across the region -  Pocklington, Bridlington, Hedon, Beverley – 
and it’s been great to build those relationships. 
 
Back home, Withernsea did what Withernsea does best: events, community spirit, and a lot of fun.  
Proms and Prosecco at St Nicholas was my first local event as Mayor, and from there it just 
snowballed.  The Pirate Festival was brilliant – I judged the fancy dress and welcomed the parade 
back to Valley Gardens.  Carnival Week was another highlight: crowning the Carnival Prince and 
Princess, presenting prizes at the roller disco, and generally getting swept up in the energy of it all. 
 
I opened the RNLI Fundraising shop at the Pier Towers, supported the Armed Forces Veterans 
Breakfast Club, and spent the weekend at Withstock doing walk-rounds and chatting to people.  The 
Lighthouse Garden Party was another favourite – I judged the baking competition and I’m very pleased 
that tradition is carrying on beyond my time in the role. 
 
There were also quieter, more reflective moments.  The Coastguard memorial unveiling at St Nicholas 
Church was a particularly meaningful event, as were the VE/VJ Day and Remembrance services.  
Violet Day offered a lovely look at our local history, and it was great to take Darrin Stevens, our Town 
Award winner, to the Hedon Silver Exhibition to support his interest in heritage. 
 
I was also asked to take the chains to HEY Confident Futures Leadership event, which brought 
together, people from all sorts of backgrounds across the region.  It was a good reminder that 
leadership looks different for everyone, and that’s something worth celebrating. 
 
I presented and compered the first annual Care Awards for Shores Homecare – a brilliant evening 
recognising the people who quietly keep our community going. 
 
The events of 2nd January – I can’t talk about this year without acknowledging the events of the 2nd of 
January.  It was an incredibly difficult day for Withernsea, and one that none of us will forget.  What 
stood out most to me was how quickly and instinctively our community came together – people looking 
out for one another, offering support, and doing whatever they could in the moment. 
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Our emergency services were nothing short of exceptional.  Their response, professionalism and 
compassion were evident throughout, and I want to place on record my deepest thanks to every single 
person involved.  In the days that followed, the strength and kindness shown across the town 
reminded me exactly why Withernsea is such a special place. 
This year also marks a big change for the council as our Clerk has stepped down.  Anyone who has 
worked with Jayne knows just how much she’s done behind the scenes to keep everything running 
smoothly.  The role isn’t always visible, but it’s absolutely vital, and their support has made a huge 
difference throughout my time as Mayor. 
 
Overall, it’s been a busy, meaningful, sometimes emotional, often joyful year.  I’ve been proud to 
represent Withernsea, and even prouder of the people who make this town what it is. 
 
 
Councillor Kristina Richardson – Deputy Mayor 
Deputy Mayor’s Annual Summary Report 
May 2025 – May 2026 
  
It has been a tremendous honour and privilege to serve the community of Withernsea as Deputy 
Mayor during the 2025–2026 civic year. 
  
After joining Withernsea Town Council in January 2025, I was proud to be voted Deputy Mayor on 12th 
May 2025, albeit an unexpected shock. Since then, I have had the pleasure of supporting and 
attending a wide range of community events, civic engagements, charitable activities, remembrance 
services, and local initiatives throughout the year. Additionally, providing a range of funding support 
and opportunities to a variety of groups and projects. A key theme throughout my year has been 
community spirit, volunteering, partnership working, and celebrating the people and organisations that 
make our town so special. 
  
The summer months saw a busy calendar of community events and celebrations. In June, I supported 
the Blue Light Weekend Funday by helping host children’s activities and foam fun' attended the 
Holderness Health Open Day and joined Cllr. Camplin at the Pocklington Mayor’s Event. 
  
July included attending and enjoying the Withernsea Ladies Choir Concert, with a sing-along, the 
Pirate Festival - despite the weather challenges faced by organisers, and the Withstock celebrations, 
all of which showcased the fantastic community spirit, entertainment, and local talent within the town. 
  
As a founding member of the Blue Light Weekend, it was particularly rewarding to attend and support 
the full Blue Light Weekend event in August, this event continues to grow year on year, and I remain 
incredibly proud and honoured to continue to play a small role within this each year. The month also 
included attendance at the VJ Service, the Carnival Roller Disco, where I even joined in the fun - much 
to my coccyx's dismay, as well as offering marshalling support at the annual Carnival Parade as they 
celebrated their 100-year milestone. The month concluded with attendance at the RNLI and Fire 
Service Fundraising Day which, from friendly rivalry to sing-offs, was filled with laughter and 
community spirit, followed by the Lighthouse Garden Party where all of my cake dreams were 
answered - simply delicious! 
  
September saw attendance alongside Cllr. Camplin at the Bridlington Mayor Civic Service, continuing 
the opportunity to represent Withernsea at civic engagements across the region. 
  
In October, I attended the Millennium Green Trust AGM, followed in November by the Coastal 
Economic Plan Meeting and the String Quartet Recording Evening for the Dickensian Christmas 
animation project, which highlighted the creativity and talent within our community. 
  
November was also an especially significant month for remembrance and reflection. I attended the 
Remembrance Service at the Methodist Church, as well as the town Remembrance commemorations 
on 11th November, joining residents and organisations in paying tribute to those who gave so much in 
service to our country. 
  



 

  

 

The festive season was one of the busiest and most rewarding periods of the civic year - and certainly 
my personal favourite time of year! I was proud to organise both the Carols by Candlelight service at St 
Nicholas Church and the annual Dickensian Christmas event, both completely new for 2025 and both 
of which brought together residents, businesses, volunteers, performers, and community groups in 
celebration of the town’s festive spirit. To everyone who helped bring these events to fruition, thank 
you. Plans for 2026 are also well underway, as it is never too early for glitter and sparkle, in my own 
opinion, anyway. 
  
Additional festive engagements included the Friends of Lighthouse Santa event, the Withernsea 
Primary School pantomime, the RNLI Carol Evening, the Christmas Tree Festival at St Nicholas 
Church, visits to local care homes alongside Cllr. Camplin, the Withernsea Fire Station Santa event, 
and attendance at the Bridlington Spa pantomime alongside the Chairman of East Riding. These 
events highlighted the generosity, dedication, and community pride present throughout Withernsea 
and beyond. 
  
In January 2026, following the tragedy in Withernsea, I organised alongside our local emergency 
crews the “Brew with the Crew” event, bringing together members of the community in support and 
solidarity during a difficult time. Later that month, I attended alongside Cllr. Camplin the funeral of Mark 
Ratcliffe, paying respects on behalf of the community. 
  
I continue to support and lead a variety of Coastal Safety workstreams, spanning Community, 
Infrastructure and Education not only in Withernsea but across the East Riding. 
  
March included attending the unveiling of the HMS Valiant Memorial Bench, followed by attendance 
alongside Cllr. Camplin at the Hedon Mayor Civic Event, straight into our very own Cllr. Camplin's Civic 
Event, which was the right balance of pink, fun and chaos. I have also had the pleasure of attending 
the Riff-Raff Exhibition and Peter McCurdy Collection event, celebrating local creativity, heritage, and 
the importance of preserving community culture, something I am incredibly passionate about. 
  
Throughout the year, I have been pleased to support and work alongside a variety of local 
organisations and initiatives, including Withernsea Ladies Choir, Blue Light Weekend, Withernsea 
Armed Forces Veterans Breakfast Club, Riff-Raff/Friends of St Nicholas, Coastguard, RNLI, Fire and 
Police; strengthening community relationships and opportunities. 
  
With Spring in the air, April included taking part in the Blue Light Weekend Mascot Singer competition, 
where I performed as “Janet Quakson” and was shocked to finish in second place — a thoroughly 
enjoyable event that raised smiles and community spirit, thank you to everyone who voted and 
enabled me to fully embrace my duck alter-ego, and well done to all of the amazing local people who 
also took part to support the fundraising event. 
  
The beginning of May saw attendance at the St Nicholas Weddings Through the Years event, the 
Tractor Run, and the Sokudo Car Show, where I had the pleasure of judging and presenting the 
Mayor’s Choice Award. 
  
Serving as Deputy Mayor has been an incredibly rewarding experience, where I have learnt so much. I 
have been continually inspired by the kindness, resilience, dedication, and community spirit shown by 
residents, volunteers, emergency services, local organisations, churches, schools, and businesses 
across the town. Something I do not take for granted. 
  
I would like to thank fellow councillors, council staff, volunteers, organisers, and everyone who has 
welcomed and supported me throughout the civic year. It has been a privilege to represent the town 
and contribute to so many meaningful events and initiatives, in a variety of ways. 
  
Withernsea continues to flourish year on year, and I am not only proud to live and work here but it is a 
great honour to support and champion from the sidelines or from within, the amazing work and 
opportunities we have within our community. 
  



 

  

 

I look forward to continuing to support our community and helping Withernsea thrive in the year ahead 
as I take on the role of Withernsea Town Mayor for the civic year 2026–2027, something I will do 
whole-heartedly. 
  
I continue to be proud of our people and proud of our place. 
  
 
 
 
Withernsea Town Council 
Who are we and what do we do? 
 
 
Withernsea Town Councillors are:  
Cllr Alexandra Camplin – Town Mayor, Cllr Kristina Richardson, Deputy Mayor, Cllr Ian Blackburn, Cllr 
Jacqui Blackburn, Cllr Sharon Carman, Cllr Paul Davig, Cllr Alan Robertson, Cllr Emma Robertson, 
Cllr Kelvin Smith, Cllr Felicity Walmsley, Cllr Rachel Chester-Wood. 
 
Town Clerk - Mrs Jayne Moxon P.S.L.C.C.  
Deputy Clerk – Mrs Carole Brattan  
Receptionist/Administration Clerk – Mrs Rachel Foster  
Outside Workers – Mr T Grinney, Mr D Thomas and Mr C Herd.  
Belvedere Play Park Warden – Mr Philip Lawton  
 
The Town Council own and/or manage:  
Valley Gardens  
Italian Gardens  
The Meridian Centre  
Hull Road Cemetery  
Hull Road Playing Fields  
Withstock Festival  
Annual Tourism Events  
Belvedere Play Park  
The Fisherman's Compound  
Withernsea Boating Club Compound  
Christmas Lights Display  
Kirkfield and Hull Road Allotments  
Public Conveniences-Southcliff Road  
The Ware Clock  
The Town War Memorial Clock  
2 War Memorials  
3 Sculptures  
CCTV  
 
The Memorial Gardens Trust – The Town Council is the sole Trustee for the Memorial Gardens 
Trust 
Memorial Gardens, Castle Café and the Memorial Car Park. Associated land at the Coastguard Station 
& Yorkshire Water Building 
 
The Town Council:  
Empties over 30 public litter bins throughout the town.  
Maintains and cuts grass in public gardens, the cemetery and Kirkfield Roundabout.  
Maintains 4 of the town’s bus shelters.  
Plants and maintains over 20 flowerbeds.  
Supplies and waters summer hanging baskets and planters.  
Installs and maintains over 30 benches and seats.  
Litter picks the cemetery and public gardens.  
Checks safety of play equipment.  
Organises tourist events in the town.  



 

  

 

Publicises the town with the distribution of leaflets to the tourist outlets.  
Monitors planning applications within the town.  
Erects bunting and the Christmas Lights.  
Administers the Memorial Gardens Trust and the Town War Memorial Clock Trust.  
Writes funding bids for projects in the Town.  
Liaises with the East Riding of Yorkshire Council in working to improve highway and environmental 
issues. Tends two War Memorials.  
NB - Our general guidance is, anything that is NOT associated with an item on the lists above, is likely 
to be the responsibility of East Riding of Yorkshire Council.  
 
The Town Council liaise with:  
East Riding of Yorkshire Council  
Ward Councillors & the MP  
The Meridian Centre CIO and Friends  
Humberside Police  
The Hut  
The Countryside Agency  
The Environment Agency  
Withernsea and South Holderness Renaissance Partnership  
Community Payback  
Local Businesses  
Local Schools  
National Association of Local Councils  
Local Churches  
East Riding & North East Lincolnshire Councils Association  
Society of Local Council Clerks  
The Millennium Green Trust  
Shores & The Foodbank  
Visit Hull & East Yorkshire  
The Youth Coalition  
Withernsea AFC  
Withernsea Boating Club  
The Scout Association  
The Community Partnership  
Withernsea Residents Community Group  
The Withernsea and District Health Forum  
The Clinical Commissioning Group& NHS England  
Local Fishermen, the MMO, FLAG.  
… & many more.  
 
Councillor/Representatives Reports 
 
Councillor Ian Blackburn 
It has been another busy year, both as a member of the council and representing Withernsea Town 
Council at various interests to the council organisations. 
 
With the improvements to the seafront, in Valley Gardens the retail pods and near Memorial Gardens 
the beach huts, long overdue changes for the town are coming to fruition.  Massive thanks to Jayne, 
Town Clerk for the hard work done to ensure all has gone as smooth as possible. Time will tell how 
successful these improvements are, but it is the biggest improvement in the town for many years. 
 
We have had an excellent Mayor and Deputy Mayor, this Mayoral year, both with the knowledge and 
ideas and ability to ensure their ideas are funded and happen.  The Christmas event was certainly 
different and very well supported by the towns people.  If that can be continued, Withernsea will be 
presenting the best Christmas light switch on event on the East coast.  Just the weather was a little 
unkind. 
 
There is a lot going on in Withernsea, with some exciting ideas from the residents that Town 
Councillors are supporting.  There are still the odd moaners on social media, but whatever makes 



 

  

 

them happy.  And meetings now compared to five years ago are far more welcoming and friendly and 
productive.  New councillors are certainly adding to that. 
 
Regarding outside bodies, which I represent for the council, ERNLLCA (East Riding and Northern 
Lincolnshire Local Councils Association) meetings are now done via Zoom/Teams.  Covered issues 
from dog fouling, coastal erosion and government ideas for local authority changes.  The AGM was at 
a much better location and the format far more friendly for attendees.  The most recent Zoom meeting 
had a very good presentation by the ERYC Domestic Abuse team. 
 
NALC (National Association of Local Councillors) meetings are done via Zoom/Teams and it is the 
organisation set up to have direct communications with national government.  Discussions have been 
on parking issues at coastal resorts, fly tipping, road repairs and government reorganisation ideas for 
local councils.  I have found that the meetings tend to become self-preservation rather than embrace 
change, with too many councillors often only interested in their own area. 
 
IAG (Independent Advisory Group) is the council and community’s organisation within Humberside 
Police to put forward ideas to improve communications and policing.  This now meets four times a year 
and meetings are better focussed.  This last summer season we obtained extra police cover from 
discussions at these meetings for events in Withernsea such as Carnival, Withstock and Blue Light 
Weekend. 
 
Ideas from PACE AID forwarded by Withernsea representatives are now being taken all over East 
Yorkshire to make accessibility for disabled people easier in the town and county. 
 
There are many issues needing attention, often brought forward by the public and like all councillors, 
we listen and do the best we can.  Here is to another good year of getting things done for OUR town.  
 
 
Councillor Jacqui Blackburn 
 
From May 2021 to May 2025 had been very busy years for me.  I represented to town of Withernsea 
as Deputy Mayor May 2021 to May 2022 and then became Mayor May 2022 to May 2023. May 2023 
to May 2025 saw my husband being made Deputy Mayor and then Mayor, which meant that I was 
Deputy Mayoress then Mayoress. On top of our duties as town councillors, we were required to be 
available, and attend, many events, both in Withernsea and within East Riding. 
Thankfully, this year has been much, much quieter as my health took a downturn and I missed 
attending a few face-to-face meetings. The advantage of being married to a councillor meant that my 
voice did not go unheard as I could get him to inform people of my opinions, but I did miss out on 
voting on a few occasions. 
My special responsibilities as a councillor are to represent Withernsea Town Council on outside 
bodies. I have been working with PACE (formerly Active Withernsea) for a few years now, especially 
as part of their A.I.D. section (Accessibility, Inclusivity and Disability).  I also represent Withernsea 
Town Council at ERNLCCA (East Riding and North Lincolnshire Local Councils Association) and 
attend their meetings. ERNLLCA bring local councillors together, to work together to share and solve 
problems and are at hand to advise Town Clerks and Chairs of Town Councils and are a very useful 
source of information. 
There is so much more to the commitment of being a town councillor than attending meetings but, in 
doing so, I gain knowledge and contacts that I can often use when dealing with resident’s problems. I 
also get to find out what else is happening within our area and where to get help to be able to help 
others.  
Onwards and upwards for May 2026 – 2027. 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Emma Robertson 
 

I was lucky to get voted on to the council last year, so this is my first year as a councillor and it has 
been a busy one, I have helped out and stewarded various events in Valley Gardens, I am on the 



 

  

 

Withstock working group, which is as always an amazing two day music weekend for everyone to 
enjoy, was well attended with fantastic bands and great food stalls and various other stalls, I am  on 
the tourist committee, which has organized a lot of great events this summer,  I also helped out at Last 
Night of The Proms, which was well attended in the Meridian Centre due to bad weather, fingers 
crossed, weather permitting, it will be held back in Valley Gardens this year, which is a very popular 
event that a lot of people support. I also helped serving teas and coffees at the Meridian Centre for VJ 
day and had the privilege of attending Remembrance Day as well, I also attended the Christmas choir 
event at St Nicholas Church, where the Ladies choir performed.  I am on the Personnel and Finance 
committees too, and a trustee of Memorial Gardens. I look forward to another good year on the 
council. 

 

 
Councillor Sharon Carman 
 
It has been another extremely busy year as a Withernsea Town Councillor.  
Throughout the past year I have stewarded and helped at various events organised by WTC in Valley 
Gardens and other areas of Withernsea. I have facilitated the Car Boot Sales in the Memorial Gardens 
car park. 
I serve on several WTC committees, including the Finance Committee and the Tourism Working 
Group. I am Chair of the Memorial Gardens Trust and of the Personnel Committee. 
As Property Inspector, I undertake inspections every two months of the various areas and assets 
owned by Withernsea Town Council to detect any defects or damage. I report my findings with 
recommendations for remedial action. 
Now in their second year I continue to collaborate with the Friends of Withernsea Flower Group, who 
have taken responsibility for planting and caring for the flower beds in the Italian Gardens including the 
Queen's Platinum Memorial Garden and the Beacon planter as well as the beds along the South 
Promenade. The dedication of this small group of volunteers has transformed the areas. 
As part of my role within the Town Council, I am responsible for the Town Council Community 
Greenhouse, which has been transformed into a valuable resource for community groups and local 
residents who now use it. 
The trees Humber Forest planted in February 2024 at the entrance to Kirkfield, in the Italian Gardens 
and in the Cemetery are becoming established. Sadly, however, one of the new trees in the Italian 
Gardens has been so badly vandalised that it may not recover. 
Over the course of the year, I have helped several residents with a range of issues, resolving those I 
could and referring others to the appropriate agency or authority. 
I am looking forward to another busy year serving and representing the community as a Councillor for 
Withernsea Town Council. 
 
 
Councillor Alan Robertson 
 

This has been my first year on the council, time has flown by, can't believe it's been a year already, I 
have supported at most of the events that went on in Valley Gardens last year, including Studio 
Victoriana dance group and Gateway Church.  I am also on the Withstock working group, which is a 
full weekend of music and entertainment in Valley Gardens, I have also helped out with the car boot 
sales in Memorial Gardens carpark, I also helped serve teas and coffees for VJ day at the Meridian 
Centre and attended Remembrance Day.  I also attended the Christmas choir event at st Nicholas 
Church. I am on the Tourism committee, which has some great events coming this year and the 
Personnel committee and a trustee of Memorial Gardens. 
 

Councillor Felicity Walmsley 

My report covers my work and dealings with our constituents from May 2025 to May 2026. 
It has as usual been an interesting year, we have had monumental change in the last month in that 
Jayne Moxon retired from her full-time job as Clerk of the Council which she has carried out for the last 
25 years in her exemplary manner. We were sad to see her go but she has not gone far as she is now 



 

  

 

doing one day a week in a new office in the Meridian, overseeing all the accounts and end of year 
budgets which is a good thing for all, she is still keeping her hand in with Withstock with Rachel and 
the rest of our team. 
Carole Brattan has stepped up as Clerk to the council and Rachel Foster is now deputy Clerk with a 
new member of staff taking on Rachel’s role. 
So that is the biggest change in the 11 years that I have been a councillor. I wish them all well in their 
new roles. 
I have stepped back from a lot of the jobs I had been doing on the council in the last two years due to a 
health scare; however, I am in still working with the finance and personnel committees also the 
Memorial Gardens committee as all councillors are required to be on that committee as trustees. 
I love being on the Tourism and Christmas lights Committee as each year our diary of events grows, it 
is really full this coming year so looking forward to a full summer! 
Then of course there is Withstock, 33 years and counting, it is a year of preparation and planning, four 
or five days of hard slog then delicious rest. Unfortunately this last Withstock I did the preparation, the 
planning with the rest of the team then the run up days to the event, went to bed on the Friday night 
with all my stuff ready to just step into and run out of the door, toast in hand at 7am and I didn’t, I got 
sick in the night and missed the whole event!!! So, I began the planning and the booking again for this 
July with the team and I am aiming not to miss it this year as it’s very frustrating when you do. 
As well as all those things above there is another side to being a councillor, I have to add extra time to 
my journey every time I step out of the house because everywhere I go locally even on buses 
sometimes, I get stopped by people who want to ask me something, I.e. “What’s happened to the bus 
station,” “When’s the library open,”. “What’s happening the kiosks in the Valley Gardens,” So many 
questions. 
Usually, I can answer their questions or advise them how to contact our office staff or point them in the 
direction of ERYC’s office or telephone number, some of our constituents have to be advised as to who 
does what on each council. If I don’t know myself, I will find out for them and get back to them or even 
invite them to the next WTC meeting. 
I still enjoy being a councillor and hope to do so for a few more years yet, if even at a slower pace, I 
still have the knowledge I have gleaned over the years which can help here and there and there are 
younger ones coming in and that’s excellent, new vim and vigour. 
So, the council just keeps on working in its own estimable way, like a well-oiled clock. 
 
 
Tourism & Events Report 2025 

Another busy summer of events in Withernsea in 2025.  The Tourism and Events Working Group 
collaborated with many outside organisations to encourage them to hold activities and events in 
Withernsea.   
Valley Gardens and the Promenade were busy throughout the summer with many events returning 
year after year. 
Events this year included a Modified Car Show and a Classic Car Show, both car shows are always 
well attended. 
Withernsea joined in the National celebrations to commemorate the 80th anniversary of VE Day and VJ 
Day.  The Beacon was lit for VE Day. 
Withernsea Carnival held their Family Fun Day in Valley Gardens and had a weeklong carnival 
including the Carnival Parade.   
The Friends of Withernsea Lighthouse held a Fun Family Dog Show and their Annual Garden Party. 
Valley Gardens saw the return of the Pirate Festival and Studio Victoriana Dance Show. 
Withstock drew the crowds as always for their free 2-day music festival. 
The Blue Light Weekend again drew many visitors to this popular event with something for all the 
family. 
The Charity Boxing event at Hull Road Playing Fields continues to be popular with residents and 
visitors. 
The Last Night of the Proms returned once more but due to heavy rain on the day there was a last-

minute change of venue to the Meridian Centre.   

The annual Remembrance Sunday ceremony at the New War Memorial was very well attended with 
refreshments provided after the ceremony in the Meridian Centre. 
The Memorial Tree service was held at the Municipal Buildings with guest then invited for refreshments 
and concert at St. Nicholas Church with entertainment provided by Withernsea Ladies Choir. 



 

  

 

Christmas in Valley Gardens saw a new concept this year with a Dickensian themed market and 
entertainment, which was well received and attended. 
Other groups were supported by Withernsea Town Council to promote their events included SHORES, 
and The Friends of St. Nicholas Church.   
The Car Boot sales in the Memorial Gardens helped to raise funds for Christmas Lights.  
 
 
 
Town Clerk’s Overview 
 
2025/26 has been the busiest year on record so far for the Town Council. As well as our usual 
responsibilities and assets to look after we have also been working on several other projects 
throughout the year. 
Belvedere has benefitted from a new soakaway being installed to alleviate standing water problems 
over the winter. This is working and well.  In addition, works have recently been undertaken to level the 
track over Belvedere. The total cost was £9600.00 and was fully funded by the Town Council. 
It is hoped in this financial year that funding can be sought to upgrade the play area. 
Intensive improvements have been undertaken on the Fishing Compound funded by the Hull and East 
Riding Devolution Fund. The improvements were part of the Withernsea Seafront Regeneration 
Scheme and include Solar panels and batteries, extended gates (for bigger boats) low energy lighting, 
new configuration of rooms to allow for a sales/café type facility and washrooms. The new equipment 
will make the compound more energy efficient and will allow for further development in a second 
phase when external funding becomes available. 
The Coastal Market Kiosks and Beach Hut development in Valley Gardens and the Promenade 
respectively are also phase 1 of the Withernsea Seafront Regeneration Scheme. 6 sales Kiosks now 
have tenants signed up and will be in place by the end of May 26 ready for our new start-up 
businesses. There is a mixture of ‘new to Withernsea’ businesses, all 6 have been taken up and we 
wish the traders a busy and successful future. 
The Beach Huts will also be sited by the end of May and will be ready for rent or sale before the 
summer. More information and publicity will follow.  
The Fishing Compound improvements, Kiosks, Beach Huts and associated works have cost £644,000 
and has been 100% funded by the Hull & East Riding Devolution Fund. 
The project has been delivered in partnership with East Riding of Yorkshire Council Economic 
Development Team. 
We would like to say and extra special thank you to Dr. James Wood of Northern Shores Marine Ltd, 
our project manager, without whom we could not have completed this project. 
Work continues into the new year to progress the Coastal Market and the Beach Hut developments 
and hopefully progress to a phase 2 should we be successful in securing further funding. A lot of the 
preparation work has been done to expand the Coastal Market & Beach hut sites & other seafront 
improvements in the future. 
 
We are closely monitoring the newly launched 19.6 million pounds Pride in Place Fund – we are 
awaiting the finer details, however – this particular funding stream is community led – we would 
encourage all residents and community organisations to identify their community needs. There will be 
further publicity, and we would ask that as many people as possible complete any 
consultations/surveys. Keep a look out in the local press/Facebook/local radio. It is an opportunity for 
our area that is not to be missed. 
The Council’s finances remain well managed, though stretched, and we continue to seek external 
funding where possible. We cannot always cover everything we would like to do, but we are always 
looking at improvements for the town. 
 
 
Councillors Attendance at Meetings 2025/26 – Including Extra Ordinary Meetings 
 
Alex Camplin – 13 meetings, 87% attendance.  Apologies approved October 25 & February 26 
 
Kristina Richardson – 13 meetings, 87% attendance.  Apologies approved September 25 and April 26 
(EOM) 
 



 

  

 

Ian Blackburn – 15 meetings, 100% attendance 
 
Jacqui Blackburn – 4 meetings, 27% attendance.  Leave of absence requested and approved during 
the year.  Apologies approved June 25, July 25, August 25, September 25 (& September EOM), 
November 25, January 26, February 26 & April 26 
 
Sharon Carman – 11 meetings, 73% attendance.  Apologies approved June 25, September 25 (EOM), 
October 25 and November 25. 
 
Brian Cloke – 10 meetings, 91% attendance.  Apologies approved October 25.  Resigned February 26. 
 
Paul Davig – 13 meetings, 87% attendance.  Apologies approved April 26 (and April EOM). 
 
Alan Robertson – 13 meetings 87% attendance.  Apologies approved June 25 and September 25 
(EOM). 
 
Kelvin Smith – 14 meetings, 93% attendance.  Apologies approved July 25. 
 
Felicity Walmsley – 13 meetings, 87% attendance.  Apologies approved October 25 and February 26. 
 
Emma Robertson – 12 meetings, 83% attendance.  Joined the council August 25.  Apologies approved 
September 25 (EOM) and November 25. 
 
Rachel Chester Wood – 1 meeting, 33% attendance.  Joined the council March 26.  Apologies 
approved April 26 (& EOM). 
 
 
 
 
 


